
2020 Report



George Swift
President/CEO
gswift@allianceswla.org

Liz Deville
Executive Vice President
ldeville@allianceswla.org

R.B. Smith
VP, Business & Workforce
Development 
rsmith@allianceswla.org

Michelle McInnis
Foundation Director & Major
Events Coordinator 
mmcinnis@allianceswla.org

Gus Fontenot
Economic Development
Project Coordinator
gfontenot@allianceswla.org

Portia Metoyer
Business Development &
Data Analyst
pmetoyer@allianceswla.org

Adrian Wallace
Executive Director,
Business Incubator
awallace@allianceswla.org

Paula Ramsey
VP, Chamber
pramsey@allianceswla.org

Linda Robertson
Accounts Receivable
Specialist
lrobertson@allianceswla.org

Dottie Monceaux
Customer Service
Representative
dmonceaux@allianceswla.org

Eric Cormier
VP, Strategic Development
& Policy 
ecorimer@allianceswla.org

Amanda White
VP, Communications
& Special Projects
awhite@allianceswla.org

Our Staff

Not pictured: Pam Breaux, Financial Manager, pbreaux@allianceswla.org



Building a portfolio of Certified Sites in Southwest Louisiana remains a priority for
The Alliance. As with many other things, however, those efforts were disrupted or
delayed due to the effects of COVID-19 and the impacts of Hurricanes Laura and
Delta. No new certified sites were added in 2020, but the year concluded with 
great progress happening on some exciting potential sites.

Pending a rescheduled Calcasieu Parish Zoning Board hearing, which was
repeatedly postponed during 2020, a site located at 4229 Houston River Road is
expected to be the  next site in Southwest Louisiana to achieve certification. All of
the due diligence work and third-party reviews were completed during the year on
this 51-acre site. Following the hearing, if the zoning is changed from agricultural to
Industrial, the site will be officially certified by Louisiana Economic Development.
That would bring the total number of LED-certified sites in Southwest Louisiana to 13.

KEEPING TRACK

George Swift
President/CEO

FORGING ON

Gus Fontenot

A bigger development for 2021 will be the continuation of work on the Calcasieu I-10 mega-site, a
12,000-acre site in western Calcasieu Parish along Interstate 10 between Sulphur and Vinton. Near the
end of 2020, two sites totaling over 1,000 acres began undergoing the due diligence process. This
was made possible through years of preliminary work involving the landowners, Louisiana Economic
Development, and The Alliance.

Efforts continue across the five-parish area to identify sites that could qualify for certification. If the
economy begins to stabilize and rebound in 2021, pursuit of the area’s first Business Certified Site, for
smaller non-industrial sites, will hopefully resume and become a reality.

As we gladly say goodbye to 2020, there are numerous reasons for having a positive
outlook about the new year. 

An Axios/Survey Monkey online poll finds that more than six in 10 Americans are hopeful
about 2021. 76 percent were more hopeful than fearful about the pandemic in this year.
63 percent of respondents to the poll said they’re more hopeful than fearful about what
2021 holds in store for the world. With the coronavirus vaccine becoming available, we
can believe that by spring or summer there will be enough vaccinations given to bring this
deadly pandemic under control. When that happens, larger gatherings and events can
begin to take place and our economy will rebound, especially the restaurant, travel and
entertainment sectors. In the meantime local health officials remind us that the best
prevention against COVID is to wear a mask, conduct frequent handwashing and maintain
social distancing. 

Another reason for optimism is evident everywhere as our region rebuilds from two
powerful hurricanes. Many homes and businesses have been repaired. Thousands more are
in the process or have not begun due to various issues with insurance settlements, lack of
contractors and lack of building materials and supplies. This recovery is going to take a
long time. Debris is still everywhere. 

McNeese State University and Sowela Technical Community College have major
rebuilding projects underway. That’s a good sign that Southwest Louisiana is on the way
back.

The Biden Administration is expected to push for another relief package. Despite our
nation’s political differences, and impacts of COVID-19 and hurricanes, there is still
another reason for optimism. And that’s the Pioneer Spirit of Southwest Louisiana. By
working together, and doing what we do best, we can not only survive, we will thrive in
2021.





















Robin Abshire, Alliance for Positive Growth
Lauren Boring, City of Lake Charles
Ben Bourgeois, Northwestern Mutual
Crystal Briscoe, Sasol
Malak Chabkoun, Calcasieu Parish Public
Library
Oliver Clark, JD Bank
Mark Conner, Acadian Companies
Colleen Desselle, CSE Federal Credit
Union
Domenick DiPaolo, Waste Management
Nataliya Espey, First Federal Bank
Ryan Fletcher, AMERISAFE
Kelly Fontenot, Calcasieu Parish Police Jury
Lydia Fruge, FNBD
Athena Gieger, Family and Youth
Counseling Agency
Megan Goodly, Pelican State Credit Union
Cody Heathcock, Westlake Chemical
Derek Hoffman, Stockwell Sievert Law Firm
Patrick Laley, Phillips 66
Amy Miller, Cheniere Energy
Colten Miller, Visit Lake Charles
Allyson Montgomery, The Children's
Museum of Southwest Louisiana
Reginald Nash, Calcasieu Parish Public
Library
Crystal Ortego, CITGO
Caleb Prince, Calcasieu Parish Assessor's
Office
Krickett Racca, Fusion Five/Crying Eagle
Dillan Rainwater, B1 Bank
Simon Randolph, Golden Nugget Lake
Charles
Tyler Richard, IBERIABANK
Jessica Stewart, Junior League of Lake
Charles, Inc/Choices
Alex Stinchcomb, Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Southwest Louisiana
Lesley Warren, Red River Bank

Learning to Lead 2020 Class

Last year started off with a mixer and the Leadership
Retreat, but then the rest of the year moved to online
sessions.  Graduates from this year's class will be
allowed to audit future in-person sessions to gain
some of the hands-on experience previous classes
have enjoyed over the past 25+ years. 

Last year's class attended sessions covering

economic development, business, workforce

development, human services, education,

government, coastal restoration, & infrastructure.

 

*The 2021 Class started in mid-January with a

socially distanced mixer and SIMSOC exercise

at the SEED Center, but online sessions will

continue until quarantine is over.



January 30, 2020: Annual Banquet 
February 20, 2020: JD Bank Hosts Business After Hours
March 13, 2020: Calcasieu Parish Schools Close
March 16, 2020: Alliance Office Moves to staggerd shifts and work
from home positions
March 26, 2020: EXPO Cancelled
April 2, 2020: Business Pitch Postponed
May 12, 2020: Southwest Day at Capital Cancelled
August 2020: 15th Annual LegisGator Postponed
August 13, 2020: Business Pitch Held
August 27, 2020: Hurricane Laura Hits
October 5, 2020: Full Staff Returns to Office Under COVID rules
October 9, 2020: Hurricane Delta Hits
October 14, 2020: Full Staff Returns to Office - Again
October 23, 2020: Chamber SWLA Golf Tournament Cancelled
September 23, 2020: Alliance Business Recovery Center Opens
November 19, 2020: LegisGator Held Online
November 30, 2020: Calcasieu Parish Schools Return to Campus Full
Time

The 2020 Timeline



BY THE

NUMBERS

Shared

221

 E-newsletters

Hosted

12 

Webinars

Filmed

 12 

Virtual Tours

Sent out

12

Surveys

Distributed

Over 30,000

Masks

Reached Out to
100% of our 

Chamber SWLA
membership* 

*Due to communications issues, we were not able to get in touch with a small percentage of our membership.

Helped

over 950

Businesses

The Chamber SWLA/SWLA Economic Development Alliance
along with McNeese's Small Business Development Center and
representatives from the Small Business Administration helped
over 950 businesses.  Housed at The SEED Center, Business
Recovery Center (BRC) also provided access to the internet
and extra computers for businesses that needed assistance
filling out online forms for funds through the Small Business
Administration and LED.  Due to COVID-19, all businesses had
to make appointments and masks, sanitizer and plenty of
space was provided. To celebrate the opening of the BRC,
Senator Bill Cassidy, MD, visited The SEED Center on
September 28, 2020.



Made possible by a $150,000 seed grant from the Sempra Energy
Foundation, the Alliance distributed 50 Pathway to Small Business
Recovery grants in order to provide immediate cash assistance to
struggling small businesses. The grant was for businesses with less
than 25 employees in Calcasieu & Cameron Parishes.  (See collage
to see pictures of recipients) The 2nd Round of Donations is taking
place at this time with funds donated by The Community Foundation
of Southwest Louisiana

“The purpose of this program is to help hurricane impacted
businesses have some quick funding, so they can get back in
business”, said George Swift, President/CEO of the Alliance.  “We
are very appreciative that the Sempra Energy Foundation and
Cameron LNG realize that these struggling businesses need help,”
continued Swift. 

“Our hearts are with everyone impacted by the recent hurricanes in
the Gulf Coast area and we’re proud to support Alliance SWLA’s
program to help small businesses as they work to recover and
rebuild,” said Lisa Alexander, president of the Sempra Energy
Foundation. “We are committed to strengthening the communities
where we operate and this program will do just that by supporting
the people of Southwest Louisiana.” Sempra LNG is the majority
owner of Cameron LNG, a liquefaction facility located just outside of
Hackberry straddling the boundary between Calcasieu and Cameron
Parish.

According to Swift, Cameron LNG also stepped up to support the
Alliance's administration of the grant program with a separate
donation. Stevie Trahan, Cameron LNG External Affairs Manager,
said “Cameron LNG is proud to join with our partner and its
Foundation, to support this vital initiative to help the SWLA Alliance
support small business recovery.” 

COMPETING WITH CONTINGENCIES

High School: Austin Dellafosse, Foods Can Heal         College: Moochee
Technology: Wildlife Conservation                               General Business: Dietitians at Home

On August 13, 2020, the SEED Center hosted the 8th Annual Business Pitch competition utilizing the entire 2nd
floor of the SEED Center and masks to host a social-distanced, Covid-mindful event. This year's winners (by
division) were awarded $5000 and in-kind counseling in accounting and marketing.

Judges at the event were Edwina Medearis of Medearis Costumes, Gifts & Balloons, and Tux Plus; Gary Gobert of
Lake City Trucking; and Peter O'Carroll of O'Carroll Group. The Title Sponsor was Sasol, Presenting Sponsor was
Capital One Bank, and other sponsors were Lake Charles Coca-Cola , The O'Carroll Group, McNeese Foundation,
and J. Walker & Company. 

Gus Fontenot

Michelle McInnis, SWLA Alliance Director of
Major Events & Workforce Development;
Swift; Anya McInnis of Cameron LNG and
Kelly Prasser, Senior Manager of External

Affairs at Sempra Energy

George Swift; Stevie Trahan, Cameron LNG
External Affairs Manager; Anya McInnis of

Cameron LNG, and  Michelle McInnis.

CREATING A PATHWAY - PART ONE





Harold Rowland, L’Auberge’s Vice President- General
Manager; Sarah Camp, L’Auberge’s Community Relations

Partner; George Swift, Alliance's President & CEO;
Jackie St. Romain, L’Auberge’s Vice President of HR; and

Michelle McInnis, Alliance Foundation Development.

Matt Grover, Executive Vice President of Altice
Business Services; George Swift, President/CEO of

the Alliance; and Hakim Boubazine, President of
Telecommunications & COO of Altice.

Katie Chiasson, Sr. Business Developer with CLECO;
R.B. Smith, Alliance VP, 

Business & Workforce Development; 
and George Swift, the Alliance's President & CEO.

Michelle McInnis, Tammy Waters, TC Energy’s Mid-
America Associate; George Swift, the Alliance's

President & CEO; and Jimmy Courville, ANR Pipeline
Mid-America Team Lead (Lafayette Area)

Creed Romano, Entergy Project Manager - Southwest Louisiana; Michelle McInnis, SWLA Alliance Foundation
Workforce Director; George Swift, Chamber SWLA & Foundation President & CEO; Gus Fontenot, Economic

Development Project Coordinator; and Perry Pertuit, Entergy New Business Development.



Alliance Investors
Entergy
First Federal Bank of Louisiana
First National Bank of Louisiana
FNBD
Freshko Food Service, Inc.
Fusion Five
Georgia Pacific
Golden Nugget Lake Charles
Hancock Whitney
Healthy Image
IBERIABANK/First Horizon
Indorama Ventures
Isle of Capri Casino Hotel
JD Bank
Jeff Davis Economic
Development
Jeff Davis Electric Cooperative
Jefferson Chamber
John H. Carter
Kaough & Jones Electric
Company
Keiland Construction
Kennison Forest Products
Lake Charles Coca-Cola
Bottling Company
Lake Charles Memorial Health
System
Lake Charles Regional Airport
Lake Charles Toyota
Lake City Trucking
L’Auberge Casino Resort
Laundry World
Lotte Chemicals
Louisiana Radio
Communications
Magnolia LNG
McDonald’s
McElroy, Quirk & Burch

Merchants & Farmers Bank
Mermentau Harbor & Terminal
District
Northrop Grumman
Pedestal Bank
Phillips 66
Port of Lake Charles
Port of Vinton
PPG Industries
Production Hook-up Service
Pumpelly
R & H Refractory Services
Rau Financial Group, LLC
ReCon Management Services
Sabine State Bank
Safety Council of SWLA
Sasol North America
Sempra Energy Foundation
Sempra LNG
Scalisi, Myers & White (APC)
Southland Environmental
Southwest Beverage Company
Southwest Louisiana Credit  
 Union
Stine, Inc.
Stockwell, Sievert, Viccellio,
Clements & Shaddock. LLP
Stream Family
Suddenlink
Tellurian, Inc.
The Bank
Town of Vinton
Turner Industries
Union Pacific
Venture Global LNG, Inc.
Weeks Marine
West Calcasieu Cameron
Hospital
West Calcasieu Port
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Acadian Ambulance Service
Alfred Miller Contracting
Company
Alfred Palma, LLC
AMERISAFE, Inc. 
B1 Bank
Barksdale Credit Union 
Beauregard Electric Co-Op Inc.
Beauregard Parish Police Jury
Bechtel
Billy Navarre Group
Brossett Architect, LLC
Broussard Group
Calcasieu Parish Police Jury
Cameron Communications
Cameron LNG
Cameron Parish Police Jury
Cameron Parish Port, Harbor &
Terminal
Capital One
CenterPoint Energy
Century 21-Bessette Realty
Champeaux, Evans, Hotard
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
Chennault International
Airport Authority
CHRISTUS Ochsner Health
System
C.H. Fenstermaker 
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
City of DeQuincy
City of DeRidder
City of Lake Charles
City of Oakdale
City of Westlake
CLECO
Community Foundation of
SWLA
Coushatta Casino Resort
CSE Federal Credit Union
CSRS, Inc.
Delta Downs Racetrack Casino
& Hotel
Enbridge




